
Acts 2:46 (NKJV) So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,  
Acts 2:47 (NKJV) praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily those who were being saved.  
 
Acts 5:42 (NKJV) And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching 
and preaching Jesus as the Christ.  
 
Acts 20:20 (NKJV) how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and 
taught you publicly and from house to house,  
 
Romans 16:5 (NKJV) Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Greet my beloved 
Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to Christ.  
 
The Bible repeatedly portrays believers sharing meals, Scripture, prayer, 

and life together—where love becomes visible and faith becomes 
prac<ced, not just professed. 

 
2) Small groups fuel discipleship and spiritual growth 
 

God’s design isn’t merely converts—it’s disciples. 
 

With the Word and community, we are moved from informa<on → 
transforma<on through discussion and applica<on. 

 
Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts to the Lord.  
 
2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) And the things that you have heard from me among many 
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV) But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the 
profit of all:  
 
Acts 2:42 (NKJV) And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
 

No<ce the repeated “together” language of the New Testament: 
discipleship is rela<onal.  

 
Many commands—encourage, exhort, restore, bear burdens, teach, 

confess, forgive—are difficult to fulfill at a distance. 
 

3) Small groups provide accountability, care, and restoration 
 

Biblical accountability isn’t control— 
it’s love that refuses to let people drift. 

 
Small groups are often where needs are noticed early and healing begins. 
 
Hebrews 10:24 (NKJV) And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works,  
Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.  
 
Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.  
Galatians 6:2 (NKJV) Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  
 
James 5:16 (NKJV) Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.  
 
Proverbs 27:17 (NKJV) As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his 
friend.  

 
Accountability is a New Testament expression of love and watchfulness. 

The goal is not embarrassment—it’s restoration and strength. 
 

Build trust through consistency: show up, be honest, keep confidences. 
 
4) Small groups multiply prayer, power, and mission 

 
Acts 12:5 (NKJV) Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to 
God for him by the church.  
 
Acts 12:12 (NKJV) So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the 
mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying.  
 
Acts 4:31 (NKJV) And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled 
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the 
word of God with boldness.  
 
Matthew 18:19 (NKJV) “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning 
anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.  
Matthew 18:20 (NKJV) For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am 
there in the midst of them.”  
 



Acts 16:25 (NKJV) But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 
and the prisoners were listening to them.  
Acts 16:26 (NKJV) Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains 
were loosed.  
 
Ephesians 4:12 (NKJV) for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ,  
 

 
The book of Acts repeatedly connects united prayer with supernatural 

outcomes: boldness, guidance, miracles, deliverance, and gospel 
advance. 

 
The Holy Spirit joins believers not only for comfort, but for function—to 

pray, serve, strengthen, and reach others. 
 
 

Simple next steps: 
1. Join a group and commit to consistency. 
2. Engage (be known, be honest, pray, participate). 
3. Multiply (host, lead, apprentice someone, and invite others). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Beyond Sunday: How Small Groups Shape Strong Believers 
Sunday, February 1, 2026 
 

You were uniquely created by God to accomplish His purpose together 
with His people 

 
You have something to give 

 
1 Corinthians 12:18 (NKJV) But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the 
body just as He pleased.  
1 Corinthians 12:25 (NKJV) that there should be no schism (division) in the body, but that 
the members should have the same care for one another.  
1 Corinthians 12:26 (NKJV) And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if 
one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  
1 Corinthians 12:27 (NKJV) Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.  
 
Romans 12:4 (NKJV) For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do 
not have the same funcUon,  
Romans 12:5 (NKJV) so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members of one another.  
Romans 12:6 (NKJV) Having then giTs differing according to the grace that is given to us, 
let us use them:  
 
1 Peter 4:10 (NKJV) As each one has received a giT, minister it to one another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
 

God designed the church as one united body in Christ, 
where every believer is a necessary and inten<onal part. 

 
“Chris<an brotherhood is… a reality created by God in Christ.” — Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer 
 
1) Small groups embody biblical fellowship—members who 
belong to one another 
 

The church grows wide in gatherings, but it grows deep in rela<onships. 
 

Small groups aren’t a modern “program”—they’re a biblical pathway for 
fellowship, discipleship, accountability, prayer, and mission. 

 


