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NOTE FROM PASTOR

D EV OT I O N A L
Proverbs 27:17 Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.
Who we surround ourselves with and those we allow into our “inner circle”, is
such an important decision in our lives. Not a single one of us are above the
power of influence. Drive, determination, ambition, courage, and strength are
contagious - but so are pride, anger, complacency, negativity, and laziness— just
to name a few.
Have you ever met someone whose character seems to change based on their
environment? They’re the person who has a tendency to jump on the negativity
bandwagon whenever conversation goes that direction, but then has a
tendency to remain quiet or find the positive when surrounded by positive,
inspiring conversation? That’s an example of the power of influence.
We should have certain criteria concerning those we allow into our inner circle
of relationships. Ultimately, our nearest and dearest friends should be people
who raise our standards, not lower them. They should help shape us into
better versions of ourselves, instead of lesser versions. They should challenge
and inspire us, rather than encouraging us to settle for less than we were created
for.
In turn, we should be that kind of friend too. We should spur those we consider
friends on to whatever greatness God created them for. We should be inspiring
and encouraging towards them. Just as Proverbs 18:24 says, “A man who has
friends must himself be friendly”, we cannot expect those types of friendships if
we refuse to be that type of friend.
(Supporting Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 15:33, Galatians 5:7-9, Proverbs 22:24-25,
Proverbs 13:20)
-Lindsey Underwood

Experiencing God is necessary for
a believer to grow to maturity. I am
blessed by this month’s articles because
I have the privilege of watching these
folks develop as they encounter our
awesome Father. It is evident God is
working in each of their lives. I hope it
inspires you to reach for more as you
read.
-Pastor Bill

SUBMIT!
Have a story or simply enjoy
writing? Learn more about
how to get involved with
“The Vessel” or submit an
article by emailing impact@
impactchurchlife.org

THE WOODS

Meg Hill

One night in April I went out to pray.
God was speaking to me about the
state of my heart. The truth is, I had
been prostituting it my whole life;
giving it away to people willingly—
putting all of myself into others but
never into Him. My identity wasn’t in
Him. I was finding my value in
people, in what I was able to do and
in the comforts of life— none of that
is constant. It’s all from Him, but none
of it is He, Himself. God needed me
to know HIM. He said if my heart was
fully found in Him, there would be no
stopping me.
He asked me, in so much love, to
spend 33 days in the woods with Him.
I won’t lie, I didn’t want to. I fought the
idea internally. I made excuses, but I
took the next week to pray
intentionally about it, asking God to
confirm it for me. He did confirm it—
multiple times and in multiple ways.
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I was supposed to go. So, on May
20th, my dear sweet friends,
Chandra and Alysha, went with me
to Virgin Falls in Sparta, TN to see
me off into this journey. We camped
out that night together, hiked the
following day, and then the afternoon
of May 21st, they prayed over me in
the parking lot. I then made the longest 2.5 mile trek of my life into those
woods.

It is a treacherous cavern of the
unknown. If you wait for clarity and
for all your questions to be
answered before obeying His call,
you will miss that call and all the
blessing He has through it. Faith is
assurance of things you cannot see.
We must become a people who don’t
need to see in order to move. We
have to be willing to act in faith and
faith alone.

I would like you to know that I love
the woods, camping and hiking, but
this call was not directed to
something pleasant and enjoyable.
No, I was terrified of the time laid out
before me. God graciously placed
me in an atmosphere that I love,
but He put me in a position of such
desperation for His Presence that I
thought I might die without it. There
was an enormous amount of fear
within me that I never knew existed.
I thought I had trusted Him my entire
life, but I had never been in a place
where I had nothing else but Him. I
had oriented my life in such a way
that if God didn’t come through I
would have a back-up plan. That is
unbelief. That is distrust. That is lack
of faith. It wasn’t until I found myself
very alone and incredibly scared that
I realized my deep need for Him.
What is amazing about our God
though, is that He is forever present.
It doesn’t matter if you’re in the
comfort of your home, or in a tent
in the woods, He is just as close to
your heart either way. The thing that
we must hunger for is the perception
of His Presence. If you’re not
constantly acknowledging your need
for Him, you won’t live as if you need
Him.

He also taught me to see the wisdom
that is God in everyone. I had the
privilege of making some friends in
those woods. Friends who are far
from the Father. They became my
community out there. And though
their lives were in disarray and their
hearts hard toward God, there were
beautiful qualities of Christ in them
that shined on me. Never focus on
what’s bad within a person. Look for
Jesus in them because He is
certainly within everyone. There is
not a soul on earth that can’t change
you in some way for the better.

He taught me so many things during
those 33 days. To list them all in this
limited amount of space would be
impossible. But I would like to share
the highlights. The overall lesson is
that we should know with certainty
that God is faithful to do all He’s
spoken. He is not a God of dishonest
gain or selfish ambition. He is a God
who can be fully trusted. When you
step out in faith, He is faithful to meet
you there. He will not leave you. He
will not forsake you in your pursuit
of Him. Next, an act of faith is going
to be uncertain. Something done in
certainty does not require faith. It’s
not going to be a clearly paved path.
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He also taught me the deep
importance of His Spirit within us.
Without doubt, I would not have
lasted any amount of time in my own
strength. It was only by the Spirit
urging me forward and giving me
supernatural endurance that I was
able to remain. It was only by the
voice of the Father, through His Spirit
that I was encouraged and
strengthened in heart. It was only by
the Spirit, that people in our church
body here at Impact were called to
pray for me for specific things I was
needing. The Spirit is what unifies
us. It’s what brings us together as
one body— the body of Christ. You
cannot do anything without Him
within you.

His unrelenting persistence and
patience with us. Like the song says,
“I have heard His tender whisper of
love in the dead of night telling me
that He’s pleased with me and that
I’m never alone.” He truly is a good,
good Father. All the love and care
He showed me during that time, He
said He has for every single one of
His children. I am no more special to
God than you are, and no more
chosen or more called than you are.
But in order to receive this
extraordinary love He wants to lavish
you with, you have to know it and
believe it. It doesn’t come about
in our doubt and distrust of Him.
It comes through our faith in Him.
Don’t ever question His goodness.
Don’t ever doubt His love for you. It
is fervent and desperate for you. It is
a fierce wind pounding at the doors
of your heart— only you have the
key that allows it in.

WATER BAPTISM
Our water baptisms take
place the first Sunday of
every month! You can sign
up at the Information Center
or call the church office!

Lastly, if you’re trusting everything in
His hands, then actually trust
everything in His hands. He will
move for you if you believe Him to.
The things that restrict Him are our
fear, doubt, distrust and worry. Once
those things are eradicated from
within us He is able to do remarkable
things through us and for us. Keep
your faith fully rested in Him. Still
your heart and trust.
God moved for me in supernatural
ways out there. I’ve received His
inexplicable provision. I’ve known
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One morning this past week,
I woke up after hitting snooze
about three times (it’s like my
sleep “like” button). I asked the
Lord what word He wanted me
to listen to. Normally, I crank up
the Bluetooth with the Word as
I’m getting ready. Well, this time I
heard Lamentations 28. (Some of
you bible scholars are already
going, “uh oh”.) So I sleepily
crawled out of bed, and as I
wobbled to the bathroom, I
opened my Bible app to
Lamentations with expectancy. As
I looked at my phone, I thought,
“Really? Lamentations only has 5
chapters.” In those few moments,
I went from expectancy to a ‘sigh.’

at least it was in the Bible. I wish
I could say it didn’t set me back
for the day, but I’d be lying if I did.
A morning or two after that, as I
awoke, the thought came again,
“What am I going to listen to this
morning?” I don’t even think I
whispered it to Him. It was just a
thought. And, guess what I hear?
Yep, Lamentations 28. I thought,
“Yeah that’s funny…not falling
for that again.” The response was
almost a whisper, “What? You don’t
think I’m funny? You don’t think
I’m fun? You don’t think I like to
laugh?” I replied, “Well, I know
You do Lord. You sit on the throne
and laugh at the devil.”

other smile? Aren’t our closest
relationships balanced with
seriousness, reality, and fun?
Don’t we love to laugh with our
family and best friends? When we
see the smile on our loved one’s
face, doesn’t it make our heart
smile automatically? Could our
Father, not taking for granted the
seriousness of saving the world,
be wanting to chuckle, giggle, and
laugh out loud, and have fun with
us? Isn’t that what best friends
do?”
My Prayer:
Lord,
Please help me, even though I get
it wrong sometimes, not to quit
until I get it right.

Then these thoughts started to
Then I said, “Lord, I want to know come, “What do we do with our
closest friends and our loved ones?
Your voice, and a stranger I will
not follow.” It really bothered me, Do we pick at them and joke with So if you would, please turn in
each other? Do we laugh with our your bibles to Lamentations 28.
so I picked another portion to
friends? Do we desire to make each -George Luttrell
read. I don’t remember where—

HOME

I’m one who grew up in church and
was very involved. I was “saved” but
never had a full understanding or
thought about it much. I was more
or less going because that’s what we
did and friends were there. Once on
my own, I still went to church for a
while but got busy with life and
having fun, only to drift away.
However, I kept my morals and my
beliefs that are strongly Christian
based.
After becoming a wife and mother,
I knew that just having good beliefs
and morals wasn’t the best I could
do for my husband or my children. I
got invited to Impact, went the next
Sunday, and have been attending
since. It took a couple months for
me to know I was at the right place.
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I’m one who needs God to give
me “billboard signs” for me to
get it. I tried attending two other
churches—one time each—and
it just wasn’t right. The preacher
even shared on a subject Pastor
Bill recently taught. The
difference between perceptions
and how the message was
conveyed was astonishing. I
decided Impact Church was
where we would stay. That very
next Sunday God gave me every
“billboard sign” possible. My
son, who always threw the most
insane fits just to go back to class,
went back for the first time on
his own with a smile. There was
absolutely no fight at all. The
message of the day seemed like
it was designed specifically for
me. That day, people I had never
spoken to welcomed me with

the warmest regards, like they
knew the decision I had privately
made and were silently
telling me “welcome home.” I
left thinking, “Yep, I got it.
Impact is our church home.
Thanks for the signs big man!”
I joined a small group and
conversations there have, again,
felt like they were being spoken
directly to me even when they
weren’t. No one knows what
all I have been dealing with or
what I’ve experienced. I make
it a point not to discuss things,
yet the pastor and everyone else
speaks to me with messages that
shake me to the core— to the
point of holding back tears. That
alone is helping me so much.
God is working on me.
-Amber Robbins
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Matthew 19:14 “Jesus said, “Let the
children come to me. Don’t stop
them! For the Kingdom of Heaven
belongs to those who are like these
children.”

and how we rejoice in His birth. We
are so proud of them, and you can see
how God used the children that day to
touch the hearts of all who heard how
powerful Jesus’ love is for us.

Forty-four of our 3 to 11 year olds
-Sarah Turner
worked hard for several weeks
preparing to share the birth of Jesus
with the church through songs,
drama and a little bit of humor. They
ministered the love of Jesus, and the
true meaning of Christmas to family,
friends, and visitors by telling who
Jesus is, what He has done for us,
Come join us at Growth Track on Sundays at 11AM to find out what our
church is all about! This is a way to get plugged in with our dream team. You
will also discover what your gifts and strengths are. There’s a place for you
here to serve! We want you to be a part of our family!

GET CONNECTED!

This semester of small groups launch on January 29th. Not
only are small groups a great place to build relationships,
but they also help strengthen your walk with Christ! Check
out the small group directory online or the display in the
auditorium to find one that interests you.

Impact Church
P.O. Box 1356
Murfreesboro, TN 37133
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